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RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IN 168 METROPOLITAN AREAS 


N the following pages is shown the latest available information on the con- 
O struction of nonfarm dwelling units in 168 standard metropolitan areas of 

the United States. In nearly all areas we have shown the volume of resi- 
dential construction within the central cities and the volume outside the central cit- 
ies. You will notice that the percentage of units started outside the central cities 
has shown a steady increase. In all 168 metropolitan areas the percentage of units 
started outside the central cities rose from 55% in 1950 to 64% in 1953. The first 
quarter of 1954 shows the same percentage as the year 1953. 


This seven-page tabulation is the result of a complete revision of our construc- 
tion volume data. In it we have added almost 30 areas to the number on which we 
formerly reported. In the fall issue we will go back to our original format for the 
Construction Bulletin and show a chart for each area. You will recall that these 
charts show the rate of construction in each area contrasted with the rate in areas 
of similar size, and in most instances the charted data go back to 1920. 


CHANGES IN VOLUME OF RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION FIRST 
_ QUARTER OF 1954 COMPARED WITH FIRST QUARTER OF 1953 
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@ Cities where first quarter of 
1954 residential construction is 
above first quarter of 1953. 


@ Cities where first quarter of 
1954 residential construction is 
below first quarter of 1953. 
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